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Virginia Farmers Realize Big
Increase In Grops.
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USE OF IMPROVED METHODS

Report of John B. Pierce Shews Re-
sults Obtained Through the Co-oper-
ation of Farm Demonstration Agents
Under the States Relatien Service.
Great interest Taken In Corn Clubs.

By WILLIAM ANTHONY AERY.

Some 8,000 farmers of Virginia, un-
der the leadership of John B. Pierce,
who is a Tuskegee-Hampton product,
were influenced in the single calendar
year of 1916 to improve their methods
of work and secure crop ylelds far be-
yond the expectatious of the most
hopeful advocates of the farm demon-
stration idea. Eighteea local farm
demonstration agents working in twen-
tytwo counties of Virginia under the
States Relations Service South—the
fruition {itself of the epoch making
work of Seaman A. Knapp—have
brought to the Negro farmers not only
new ideas and better methods of till-
ing the soil and caring for farm prod-
ucts, but also a new vislon of farm life,
a clearer insight into farming as a

rs. Think | business rather than as a mere occu-
1 aside a|pation and a deeper sense of responsi-
ay or in a|bility for the all around education of
ses, cattle, | their boys and girlsg
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helps the Negro farmer to increase his

anver com- | arning pewer also helps the white peo-
1sportation | ple to make genuine progress. During
1 merchant | 1916, so Mr. Pierce reports to Bradford
distributor | Knapp, chief of the States Relations
apitol Hill | 8ervice, SBouth, 449 Negro corn demon-
neral store | gtrators in Virginia, cultivating 2,150
all because | o .reg ypder improved methods, secured
Eroes &re|.n average yield of thirty-three bushels
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per acre. Thia was an increased yield
of 9.9 bushels on demonstration plots
vver plots cultivated by ordinary meth-

ods. Im addition, 1,001 co-operators re-
icle would
maker i{u|ported a yleld of twenty-four bushels
s Beatrice | per acre on 1,052 acres.
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add $10,000,000 to the value of her out-
put of corn. Who dares to be skeptical

Ives decid- | or cynical of the Negroes' interest in
their own | better methods of farming in the light
on failed. | of these facts?
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answer it—certainly!
Hay, forage, cover crops! These
words commonly mean little. To the

e and dear| Negro farmer of Virginia they now
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spell succeas on the land. The local
demonstration agents have worked night
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the importance of making the land pro-
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of awakening life on the farm.
“Community development along all
good lines!" This is the object of the
134 Negro farmers' clubs which were
organized in 19168 throughout Virginia
through the co-operation of John B.
Plerce and sixteen local demonstration

ing round | agents working under the States Re-

1ich.
thing,

- Joud

&

wd.

. Jones.”

lations Service and the extension divi-
sion of the Virginia Polytechnic insti-
tute at Blacksburg. The total member-
ship of the clubs was 1.838 and repre-
sented a progressive, farsighted group
of farmers in the Old Dominion.

e | These clubs made a good beginning in
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co-operation by buying 2,234 tons of
lime. Five of the local agents alsc
kept a bulletin board, listing goods for
sale and goods wanted.

What 4o the local demonstration
agents do besides helping the farmers
till their land and grow better crops?
Here is a partial list, based on Mr.
Plerce’s 10168 report of the farm and
farmstead Iimprovements which the
farmers of Virginia have made with
the advice and assistajce of the agents:
Buildings erected, 130; farm build-
ings painted or waltewashed, 532: san-
itary conditions (farm and home) im-
proved, 833; homes screened against
files, 837, farmera furnished with plans
and induced to adopt a systematic ro-
tation, 138: iotal acreage put under ro-
tadon, 1.605; dralnage systemn estab
lished, 39; home water systems In-
stalled or improved, 55; bome grounds
improved, 394: home gardens planted
or improved, 1.108; farmers induced to
save surplus farm products for winter
use, 1.578.

Can there be any question that the
work of the local ugent is limited mere
Iy to helping the farmer grow more
crops so that he can secure more mon.
ey to raise more cropsY We think not.
That increased earning power is an
fmportant and basal fuctor must be
evident to the careful ohserver of ru-
ral conditions. That ierter living is
a worthy' goal for the hardworking
farmer aud his family is B ognized Ly
those who are engaged ia carrving to
the Negro farmers of Vicsinia a gospal
of hopa which is based upon intelligeat
( Work and Clristian good will.
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cured In the small grains demonstra-
tiona. The average yield of oats per
acre on demonstration piots was 189
bushels, representing an increased yield
of 5.7 bushels and of wheat 16.1 bush-
els, representing an increased yield of
5.5 bushela. Today over 1,000 Negro
farmers are using better methods of
growing emall grains on account of the

ter homes? To ask the question is to
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