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Ceniral High Failed to Fit Him for Life’s’ Demands,

Graduate Writes in C}mdem'ning School Curriculum

A graduate’s indietment of Dis-
trict schools for failing to equip
him for a place in the world of
practicality was cited yesterday as
a guide to proposed revision in the
public school curriculum.

Dr. Chester W. Holmes, assistant
superintendent of schools and leader
in the drive for revising the educa-
tional program, quoted the letter
from a Central High graduate at
meetings of the Teachers Institute
of Washington in the Dunbar High
School and McKinley High School.

Dr. Holmes presented the former
student’s criticism while outlining
the need for reconstructing the cur-
riculum and describing ® present
plans of school officials for an in-
vestigation into the District’s public
education program.

| cumulative records, and establish-

Efficient Progress Is Aim

While warning against ‘suga

coating” education, Dr. Holmes said’]
a primary aim of curricular revision |

is to make the student’s transition
from grade {o grade, and from one
school level to another, “easy and
pleasant, with no waste motion in
picking up the threads of the pro-
gram in the new situation.”

Besides an investigation by five |
committees of teachers and school
officials mow being started, Dr.
Holmes said that plans are being
studied for exchanging teachers be-
tween the elementary, junior high
and high school levels for periods
of a semester or a year, and also
for establishing a department of
suidance in the public schools,

Dr. Holmes advised the teachers
lhe proposed revisions would re-
uire them .to keep their minds

pen,: receptive and actually en-

usiastie about attacking a definite-
challenging preblem.' Specific

| for three cheers December 21 and
! start an,11-day vacation. The an-

forms under study, . caid, ine

clude changed classroom techniques,
greater use of teaching aids such a
films and radio, more attention to,
student guidance, increased use o

ment of standards for promotion.
Meeting Needs an Objective

He said “College preparation
ought to be but one phase of high-
school instruction and a compara-
tively small one at that.

“Perhaps the greatest single con-
tribution which our high schools
can make tfo this program of re-
construction of the curriculum
the setting up of more course
which will meet the present and
future needs of the students , . ."

As illustration, he quoted the
letter from a former Central High
School student, written  six year
cr graduation: 4
“I want to know,” the"letter said
‘why you and your teachers did not
1l and teach me about life and

[

the hard, critically practical world
into which you sent me ... Why
did you have to spend so much
time on dry, uninteresting subject-
matter and so liftle on genuine life
problems?”

The writer told how he had gone
1o college for a year, left school
in the depression, married, landed
on relief, and finally:

He Outlined a Course
“I am a husband and a father,

working my way blindly from a

high school: intellectual to a re-
spectable,  self-supporting . voting
citizen of the community. In this
transition I am beginning to get
an upper hand on the lower rung
of the ladder of life for which

your education never prepared
a whit.”
The writer outlined what he

thought his school training should
have included: -

“I wish I had been faughl more
about family relationships, child

ﬁupils to Start 11-Day Holiday

Washington’s 93,000 public school
pupils will abandon the “three R’s”

nual Yule holiday will begin with
the closing bell Thursday and last
until January 2. )

On December 22, 13,000 Parochial
school students will conelude classes
until January 3. Private schools
throughout the city began closing
Wednesday. All students will be
dismissed by foday. 3

The 'coming week will see a
wholesale exodus of college stu-
dents. Georgetown closes today un-
til January 3; the University of
Maryland holiday begins tomorrow

until January 2; Catholic University
dismisses classes December 21 until
January ‘4, and American Univer-
sity’s vacation starts December 20,
ending January 3. :

Ship Movements

At New York
Arrived Yesterday
American Merchant, from Havre.
Arrive Today
No arrivals scheduled.
Arrive Tomorrow
= (ﬂslofjord, from Oslo.

Sailing Today B
Rannhilndshvnlrn- for Gotnenbur
Sailing Tomorrow -
sepal e A S

care, getting along with pe«
terpreting the news, news
paying off a small mortgage
hold mechanics, politics, lo
ernment, the chemistry of {c
pentry, how to budget a
within the budget, the valu
surance, how to figure intere
borrowing money and p:
back in installments, how |
opera over the radio, how t
shoddy goods, how to dis
a political demagogue from
man, how o grow a garden
paint a house, how to ge
how to be vigorous and
how to be interesting to oth
fo be popular, how fo be
LHow to resist high pressu:
manship, how to buy econ
and intelligently, and the d
buying on the installment p
Schools Aware of F P‘{
Dr. Holmes told the teacl
the new philosophy of e

A which his committee has d

as a guide to curricular

showed that the schooels ar
| of the urgent needs outline
i letter. )
“The difficulty comes 1
|lating such a philosophy"
tion,” he sard. -
“The end is not even_in ¢
with five large committees
make the opening attack, a
other committees yet to be
ed, the beginning is alread
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