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ychool Superintendents

"o The Editor of the Fauquier
Democrat. z
Sir:—I was glad to see in
he Demoerat of May 19th that
ome protest is being made
wgainst the ruling that divis-
on school superintendents of

session of an academic degree

does mnot today necessarily
carry with it the intellectual
culture that it meant in the
past. This writer, during a

thirty years experience in
teaching medicine, has had a
very considerable  opportunity

of obhserving the output . of

he State must possess a mas-|modern colleges and universi-

er’s degree. I do not know

‘ties.

The result has been to

what the law is upon which |impress a conviction that there

Judge Gunn. based his decis-
ion, but it is on the principle
that I wish to comment.

It is my impression that a
school  superintendent is pre-
sminently an  administrative
nificer. While there is noth-
ing in the possession of a mas-

ter’'s degree that hinders onej

from possessing administrative
capacity, neither does the de-
gree confer such capacity.

Virginia has had in the pastj

too many great teachers,
ministrators, statesmen
engineers whose professional
education was won in  the
school of experience, to be ig-
norant of the fact that a man’s
value is not necessarily meas-
ured by his advantages.
I-‘nrfchermore, the mere pos-

ad-
and

are not a few possessors of
both bachelors’ and masters’

degrees, who fall far short of
the scholarship and eculture
that one would expect. The
existing practice of rating ed-
ucational attainment in terms
of hour work units attended
by the student seems in what
amounts to merely serving a
sentence of four to SIX years
in some college, and being au-
tomatically discharged with a
degree.

Again one meets in life with
many whose time in college has
been curtailed by necessity,
who far surpass these aca-
demicians in both the quantity
and quality of their culture,

B. M. RaNDoLPH, M. D,
Warrenton, Va.




LA e M) Memorandum for Loudoun News

On roquest of Ifre John Johnson .

- The petitién of Js H, Purcell to Judge Jde Re Hs Alex=
ander of the Loudoun County Circult Court for an injunction
té roatrein the County School Doard from appointing a Di=-
‘vision Superintendent of schools on March 2 was dismissed
by Judge Alexzender on February 27;@% the same doy and sube
sequent thereto Je He Purcell served notice on the ClerE of
the Counbty School Board that he would on March 1 apply to
Justice Browning of the Supreme Court of Appeals in Richmond
for en Injunction to restrain the School Board from appointe
ing a:superinﬁendent of schools on March 24 On account of
the brevity of the notice council for the School Board agreed
that action:would boe postponed until a later date and until
‘a hoaring couldbbe held beforo ﬁﬁf full Supreme Court of Appeals
end aftor the School Doard ahd- the opportunity to moke
definite errengement for councile At the meeting on mhrch
2 the Qoafd arranged for two mombers of the loéal Bar to
Q‘W’befco:c-ra the aupréme Court of Appeals in any action
taken by Mrs Purcell to prevent the transaction dBethe school
business which the Boﬁrd 1s suthorized by law to ;ransact.

Thé members of the School Board come to the meeting

on Merch 2 and only two of them kmew thaet they could not
act in approinting a Dzvision'Suporintendent. They deeidad
to hold the matter over until a later date but that W14 other
school businesse=appointing school prinaipala and toeachors
and other matterse-would recevie thelr eonsideration at the
time plgnneda :
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The School Board had set March 1 as the dead line for
the filing of applications with the Chairman for the position
of Division Superintendent of schoolse The only application

recelved was that of the present incumbent.



