Loudoun's 8School System

By Supt. O. L. Fmerick

The public school sytem of Loudoun County is & vast
business enterprise havim for its purpose the training
annually of about 000 children of sges rauging from o to
20. It is the aim of our schools tc so tmain these children
that they will be better able to enjJoy the richness of life
and aslo that they will be prepared to be of the highest service
to their fellow beings. Our schools are concerned not only
about tne mentsal growth of the children but it also much desired
that they attsin as nearly as possible to moral and physical
perfection,

This great business enterprise employs 16b teachere and
numeroug Jjanitors for its 84 school buildings. It is directed
and mansged by & superintendont and 21 district school trustees
who form 7 district and one county school bosrd. Class-room
supervision is done mostly by £ rural school supervisors, 11
high school principals, and 4 elementary school principals. These
principals also teach in their schools.

OQur teacners are earnest, h rd=-working,profevsional experts.
Nearly all of them hold first gr de or nigher certifi cates, many
are college or normal school graduates, and mnearly all have had sone
specinl tiraining for their work. They are almoet with one accord
ingpired artisans, in love with their children snd sympsathetic with
them in their life's ambitions, both loyal to authority and to the
interest and welfare of the children they teach. vithout this

experiness, this inspirstion, and this loyalty of our teachers
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our schools would be as nothing, with them the schools at once
are the true foundation of our democracy, a source of pride  for
our elders and a credit to a prosperous county.

The last generation hss been a perioa of marked change and
improvenent in our schools. Then only two or three communities
in the county had schools with more than two teacrers, Now
there are 10 communities that have 6 or more teachers, all of
them enjoying the advantages of x four-yearx high schools., Qur
high schools are, in fact, so located in this county that there
are very few families x from which c¢hildren can not reach & high
Bchool daily. Thus there has been set up in Loudoun County &
higher grade of education within resch and within the means of nearly
all children, a grade of education to secure vhich parents were
sending their boys and girls away Lo so-called "colleges" a
generation sgo,

- 014, dilaspidated, illekept school houses in Loudoun are now
almost just abandoned relics of our past. Our school boards have
come %W the rcalization that the high school wave did actuslly
cause negelcet of the smaller schools and ag rapidly = possible
the old small school buildings are being repaiwed, remodelled, or
replaced by new structers and in these improvements it is be ing
recognized by all that the small country school is emtitlea to
the same building standards as the large town high school.

Our public schools have sannually & net expenditure of
about $160,000. Three-fourths of this smount is spent for the
puay of teachers. The other fourth is usei to provide the proper
direction of the teachers and the proper physical facilities for

the comfort and convenience of the children and teachers. The

T
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finances have been managed for b years on the budget basis,

In recognition of the fact that the child's health
demands atiention and consideration al ng with his mind this county
w 8 one of the first in Virginia to haw a county-wide medical
inspection of all school children by a pyhsician and it was the
very first county in Virginia to employ a school nurse. It is =&
great credit to a emall band of our public spirited citizens who
have labored so hard in this worthy cause that Xxmx throughout
& period of 7 or 8 years we have always had a school nurse at
work even though for many years the project was financed without
any help from public funds and was never financed entirely from
public funds.,

The state Uepartment of Public Instruction st Richmond has
adopted a scheme for ra ing the efficiency of the county school
systems . Loudoun enjoys the distrinction of standin, fourth
among tone one hundred countyes of Virginis asnd further of being
excedled by no other strictly rursl county.

Back of the official organization, back of the teachers
themselves in their work, there stands a wonderful and powerful
organization known as the Community Leangue or Parent-?emhera'
Association. The Community League works for other community
improvements but it centers around the school, i® promoted chie¥ly
by the school, and hence the school lays claim to it, This
organization has studied the needs of Loudoun's individual schools
and it has been the most effective means of developing improvements
in them, During the present year nll except b or 6 white schools

of the county have had live cormunity lesgues which have ruised for
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school improvements over $6000. Last fall our comunity leaéues
in competition with those of the other counties of Vimg inia won s
first prize for the best work done during the pre . ed ing twelve
months,

While we have cause for pride in our achievemenis of the
pPagt and in our present condition or state of efficieney, our fuces
are turned toward the rising sun to discover by its early morning
light some means of excelling our own best. We confi dently look
forward now for better things and our cnergies sre be ing directed
10 the end that there might be provided still better facilities
for the education of our shildren, our most valueu md most

precious sa:set,




