The School Children of Loudoun County

by Supt. Os L. "“merick

This seriesg of articles is being written with the & ingle
purpose of giving informstion about the condition of our
schools. an eifort is éﬁzgzpmade 1o presermt the simple facts
without the use of sny coloring thrcugh word play. A great
mass of information is on file in the office of the superin-
tenident of schocls ane this will always be cheerfully fur-
nisned or interpreted for any omne seeding };‘_durha.'l.iun.-

It i wivith=the ‘-L./g,’nl'nt th at LMtore intelligent pecp.ie
will be glad tu have some light thrown on Lhe gchool system
and the condition of our scnovls as a4 whole, and have this
done #2 SO that ey s LI me The"firceide gl et 2L ¥ 1o
this tnough that Ix undertuke the labor of preparation of Lhese

articles.

Phe rmost important uiugln-fuctor in a sghool is cur
enilaren. All otuer th ings, builaing, ground, eyuipment,
teacher, and school o"i"iue 8 exist for 1 heni. Given a
group of intelligent, healtuy, and well-behaved children
and we have goul indication of parents in sind back howe.
Then ve should normelly expect excellent school conditione
because such parents of such children aro goiquto demand
8 guou teacher arnd building aud seep on demanding until
thelr alus are realized.

Our latest census 1lists a Lotal of b,649 children of

agee 7 to 19 inclueive, 4,213 white cndXyREK 1,456 colored.
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Not all of the coloréd children are black, it is really a
surprisiug and a shociing condition 10 observe hov many of
the "coloreu' children in several of ow schools are "whiie".

gEX Of bl7 children & years olu in the county 500 were
in sdhool last year. Uf 428 15 years old of vhom probably
none had completed hizn school 266 were enrollede; This
indicates that nearly hxif oi our children drop out of sehool
by vhe time they have re- ched the age of 1b. I8 thie not
evidence tnat ¢ need a roreeifceilive connulsory attendsnce
2aw?

Lnst year 861 of our ehildren did not enter school for a
any . Duripg the time scncol tas ondn an ¢ver-.ge of 2 509
were nob-in sehool vsch uwy, or wuly o per cent ol all
¢hiildien o1 scnoul spes \*ere‘in sechool cach day. ur en-
Couragement here lieg i the fuct tiret tiiii is the hignest
percentag e of MXmERX averege stitenduuce in the history of
our county s¢hool g stem anu that with less children in tue
county we had :m(.} nore in school ihan 20 yearc ago.l

By ¢raues our enrollrent runs Jg’e’:’rff"gr:-‘.de tc grﬁde almé;—:'t
like stalr steps. Uidness 1,185 in first grude, 588 in
fourth ( rade, ~ie in seventh grade, anu.'ﬁ.‘; in eleventh grade,
The abrormnlly 1srge nuriber oy mearly ome=~fourth o all
¢hildren enrcolied tast ;/c'u/vere in the firet graide. | Beegjcero
plain failures by children iu tielr work thore ore ‘uhéeee et oor
factors contributing to bring abewt tiiis condidion. The
first ie the namission of children in the uoring of ench year

when they could not be expected te cempiecte the grade, the



3a

second is the idea of a few teachers 1nat there must be a

primer grade snd rirstl prade each rew iring one year for

completion.
menths.

seven or eight months.

The third is a short term of less than nine

Ve cin not expect nine months' work to be done irn

Ao a8l as wve cun ve are vorking

tovward a corroction of tnese conditions s thot a8li children

will eLter tie

promoted at tne end of tir

£ nige monlne, and ve hone

schools in & few yeurs.
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tne 211 nd neerly all will ve
vewy, provided ol cuurse ivhe lerm

o make it tpat Lfur sll vhite

A uwormal cnilu viyh tne stonaard adventsges ol a uine

munths' cchool terrn wng

at sevel years o4 wu: e,

& :cod tencher should eater wuchool

comlete the sewenith grade at 13 years,

and the fowrth year oi hipgh school st 17 yesrs(apes as of

Sephar ber or scuoul cpening.)

Tuking this s the standord

104 0F our 4%su childrern cnrv1led last year were too old by

from 1 1o Y yewrs for the grade invhien they vere dlassiiisde

Tuis retardeu coundit ion

it due W nany fuaciogs incluuing

irrepular atteandance, ppor- teachers, unort school terms, poor

he:lth of chnildren ceuueu Bg ir purt by adesovids, enlorged

tonc ils, and vnsanitary
ligence. O Fedlinge
there vwere 746 who vure

the stundurd regidres.

¢hool builiings, oud sub=norwinl intel-
are partly compeusateu by the foct tist
under-a, €, Watl i. rore cuvanced thah

dowever, about hanlf of these are in

the Tirst grade vrere children crber st ¢iXx yourbe

A distrestiugly lacge nurber 07 ousr children heve phycical

defects and colds and more serious ebidemics aure nll too prevas
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lent among the children. Efforts sare being made tc¢ improve
these anditi ons throush health celinice, the school nurse,
heal th training foxr teachrrs, more sanitary provisions for
handling drinking watver, imppoved ventilaling systems in the
buildiug, et cetera. |

In geaerai terms the bogs sad girls of Louwjoun Countly
school mi ht L described in sboutr The sane language that
Ve sheuld uge in descriting a fev thourand ot her boys and
girls in some othcr puxrt o0 fmerica except that these in
Loudourt are Lur very ovi #ad 4%&@?10 us bettler anu nore
precious tian ruiy other severai totusand. They arce potential
formers, lavyers, scheol tomchers, merchmute, b&nheré, doctors,
engcineers, stutesnen, povernors, esbinel vZficerc, anu presidents.
It is in the pewer ol faully bas-payers o give tiuemnm the tools
in ine form o well-deveioped budies and minds, as weil as
suirits Xk filleo vith burding desire tc maue tite vorld better,
and we have the very detinite obiigation to v our uimost in

providing ever)y cafo~-guard in the ir treining.



